
Newborn Screening Referrals for  
Hemoglobinopathies

The Cincinnati Comprehensive Sickle Cell Center (CCSCC)  
at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center is pleased  
to announce that we have received funding from July 2021 –  
June 2022 to remain as the Region 1 Sickle Cell Services 
Program to follow-up on abnormal newborn screening  
results, including education, hemoglobinpathy counseling  
and care coordination. Region 1 includes Adams, Brown,  
Butler, Clermont, Clinton, Hamilton, Highland and Warren  
counties in southwestern Ohio.

All babies born in the state of Ohio are screened for sickle cell  
trait and sickle cell disease as part of the newborn screening  
panel. Abnormal results are sent to the primary care provider of 
record for follow-up with families. However, you may also refer 
families to the Cincinnati Comprehensive Sickle Cell Center.

Sickle Cell Disease Follow-Up Process

Newborns with presumed sickle cell disease need to be referred  
to the Cincinnati Comprehensive Sickle Cell Center immediately 
after notification of the abnormal newborn screening result by  
the Ohio Department of Health. This referral is critical so that the 
child can be scheduled for a clinic appointment with a hematologist 
within two months of age, and prophylactic penicillin can be initiated 
to reduce the risk of death from infection. Genotype testing is  
also available.

Newborns with presumed sickle cell disease are still being  
referred during the COVID-19 pandemic for confirmatory tests  
and counseling/education is still available via phone and video 
appointments. In-person new appointments with hematologists  
at the CCSCC are also available.

Sickle Cell Trait Follow-Up Process

Newborns with presumed sickle cell trait can be referred to  
the CCSCC for confirmatory testing, counseling and education. 
Newborns referred for sickle cell trait typically do not need an  
appointment with a hematologist, but will receive services from  
our newborn screening coordinator. Families are contacted at  
least three times by phone and mail to follow-up on sickle cell  
trait test referrals. If contact cannot be made, the case is closed  
as “lost to follow-up” and your office will be notified.

Newborns are still being referred for confirmatory tests during 
the COVID-19 pandemic and counseling/education is still  
available via phone and video appointments.

How to Make Referrals for Sickle Cell Trait and 
Sickle Cell Disease Follow-Up

Providers can submit a “Specialist Services Referral” form found 
online at www.cincinnatichildrens.org/professional/referrals  
and faxed to 513-803-1111 or faxed directly to the Sickle Cell  
Newborn Screening Program at 513-636-1775.  

Please include the patient’s newborn screening case disposition  
form from the Ohio Department of Health, newborn screening  
laboratory report and a copy of the confirmatory hemoglobinopathy 
electrophoresis lab result (if available).  

For more information, please contact Deidra Haygood, Sickle  
Cell Newborn Screening Coordinator, at 513-636-3472 or  
deidra.haygood@cchmc.org. 
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Telementoring CME Program to Improve  
Evidence-Based Care for Sickle Cell Disease

The Sickle Treatment and Outcomes Research in the Midwest 
(STORM) network provides free telementoring for pediatric and  
adult healthcare providers to improve evidence-based management  
of patients with sickle cell. The telementoring program is an online 
web-based virtual education session that you can participate  
in from the convenience of your office or clinic. Each monthly  
session includes a 20–25 minute didactic presentation. Community 
primary care providers are welcome to present de-identified  
case presentations to receive medical and/or psychosocial  
recommendations for difficult clinical cases.

Providers report finding the sessions helpful to improve their  
evidence-based knowledge of managing complex patients with  
sickle cell disease, and confidence in using evidence-based  
best practices.  

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, additional monthly  
special sessions have been held to discuss the emerging issues  
and how it impacts children and adults with sickle cell disease. 

How to Join STORM TeleECHO

• Register online at www.sickleecho.org and receive monthly  
notifications about upcoming topics of interest.

• Use the internet, webcam and/or telephone line to join the 
monthly session from your office or clinic.

• Join us on the third Thursday of the month from 12–1 pm EST.

• Earn CME credits, as well as Maintenance of Certification (Part 2) 
credits from the American Board of Pediatrics or the American 
Board of Internal Medicine for attending the online sessions.  
CNE credits are also available for nurses.

For more information about STORM TeleECHO, please contact 
storm@cchmc.org or call 513-636-7374.

September is Sickle Cell Awareness Month in Ohio 
Join us for Newborn Screening for Hemoglobinopathies: 
Guidance for the Primary Care Provider Webinar

Charles T. Quinn, MD, MS  
Medical Director, Pediatric Sickle Cell Program 
Director, Erythrocyte Diagnostic Laboratory 
Professor, UC Department of Pediatrics

Cheryl L. Jones, MSSA 
Public Health Genetics Consultant 
Sickle Cell Services Program 
Ohio Department of Health

Friday, Sept. 10, 2021, 12 – 1 pm EST

Register now for this webinar!  
sicklestorm-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_AhL3Gi-bQy6dY-kiMnQiuA 
OR tinyurl.com/NBS21Hem 

Disclosure: The following planning committee member/faculty has indicated commercial support 
relationship(s): Quinn: Contracted Research—Amgen, Global Blood Therapeutics  

*All planning committee members’/faculty identified conflicts of interest pertaining to this activity were 
resolved prior to the activity. Remaining committee members/faculty identified no pertinent conflicts.

Accreditation: In support of improving patient care, Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center 
is jointly accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME), the 
Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education (ACPE), and the American Nurses Credentialing 
Center (ANCC), to provide continuing education for the healthcare team. 

CME: Cincinnati Children’s designates this live activity for a maximum of 1.0 AMA PRA  
Category 1 Credit(s)™. Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the  
extent of their participation in the activity. 

Nursing: This activity is approved for a maximum 1.0 continuing nursing education (CNE) contact hours.

MOC2: Successful completion of this CME activity, which includes participation in the activity and  
individual assessment of and feedback to the learner, enables the learner to earn up to 1.0 MOC 
points in the American Board of Pediatrics’ (ABP) & American Board of Internal Medicine(ABIM)  
Maintenance of Certification (MOC) program. It is the CME activity provider’s responsibility to  
submit learner completion information to ACCME for the purpose of granting ABP & ABIM  
MOC credit. Credit is uploaded approximately 30 days after an activity. 

Ohio Department of Health Region 1 Sickle Cell 
Services Program Staff Contact Info

Medical Director:  
Charles Quinn, MD, MS

Project Director: 
Lisa M. Shook, DHPE, MCHES 
Lisa.shook@cchmc.org   |   513-636-7541

Newborn Screening Coordinator: 
Deidra Haygood, BA 
Deidra.haygood@cchmc.org   |   513-636-3472

This work is funded either in whole or in part by a grant awarded by the Ohio Department of Health, Bureau of Maternal, 
Child and Family Health, Sickle Cell Services Program.
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